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Meetings of 

The Leidy Microscopical Society 

are held at the 
 

The Community Center at GIANT 

315 York Road 

Willow Grove, PA 19090 
 

On the third Wednesday evening from 6:00 

PM to 8:30 PM in September, October, 

March, April, May & June and the third 

Saturday from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM in 

November, December, January & February. 
 

The Annual Leidy Microscopical Society 

Micromount Symposium is held in March. 
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John Sinkankas (May 15, 1915-May 17, 2002) 

From: Gemstone & Mineral Data Book by John 

Sinkankas ©1972, Winchester Press, NY, NY 

The Leidy Letter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mentor 
By Eric Brosius 

 

The Meriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary 

defines a mentor as a trusted counselor or 

guide, a tutor or coach. 

 

One of the great tutors in the mineralogical 

world, that many of us are familiar with, is 

the late John Sinkankas.  He was an excellent 

mineral collector, gem cutter, 

micromounters, author, writer, bookseller, 

bibliographer, artist, naval aviator and 

Associate with the Scripps Institute of 

Oceanography. 
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Some of the many books he authored include, “Mineralogy for Amateurs”, “Mineralogy”, 

“Gemstone & Mineral Data Book”, “Gemstones of Northa America”, Emeralds and Other 

Beryls”, “Field Collecting Gemstones and Minerals” and many more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mineral Sinkankasite (Mn2+Al(PO3OH)2(OH)·6H2O) from the Barker-Ferguson Mine, 

Keystone, Keystone, Keystone Mining District, Pennington County, South Dakota, USA was 

named in his honor in 1984. 
 

John Sinkankas was born May 15, 1915, in Paterson, New Jersey, USA to immigrant parents from 

Lithuania.  He passed away on May 17, 2002, in San Diego, California.  John got his start in 

mineral collecting in the New Street Quarries, Paterson, New Jersey at the age of seven.  His 

interest in mineralogy would become a lifelong passion.  While in high school he developed a love 

for flying. He even built a glider that his father allowed him to fly only once.  John earned his BS 

degree from the New Jersey State Teachers College which would become William Paterson 

College of New Jersey.  He married in 1940 and had four children. 
 

In 1937 he graduated from the Naval Air Station in Pensacola Florida and was employed flying 

seaplanes for convoy and antisubmarine warfare.  He retired from the Navy as a captain. 
 

His passion for mineralogy took off after his naval career with books he wrote on mineralogy, 

gemology, and faceting which would guide many of us through our mineral collecting hobby and 

inspire many to a mineralogical career and lifelong love of minerals.  
 

The United States Navy Strike Fighter Tactic & Instructor program known as 

“Top Gun” is a training program that teaches air combat maneuvering tactics 

and techniques to select naval aviators who return to 

their operating units as surrogate instructors or mentors.  

The program began in 1969 as the United States Naval 

Weapons School at the Naval Air Station Miramar, San 

Diago, California.  In 1996 the school merged into the 

Naval Strike and Air Warfare Center at the Naval Air Station Fallon, Nevada. 
 

The Top Gun program consists of the best of the best of Naval Aviators.  Top 

Gun was made famous to the general public in the 1986 film “Top Gun” 

starring Tom Cruise.  It’s sequel “Top Gun: Maverick” opened in theaters 

in 2022.  
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Top Gun 
By Eric Brosius 

 

The October 15, 2025, meeting’s program of the Leidy 

Microscopical Society featured micromounts made by John 

Ferrante.  Members and guests were requested to provide mounts 

of John Ferrante that they have in their collections for viewing and 

voting. 

 

John Ferrante began his adventure into micromounting in 1998 when he met Franklyn “Lynn” Ellis 

at a micromounting display during a Franklin Mineral Show, Franklin, NJ that he and his wife 

Karen attended.  John had no background in mineralogy, but he quickly became interested in 

minerals.  His introduction to the Leidy Microscopical Society came from Leonard Morgan, who 

he met at a meeting of the Delaware Earth Science Society.  Leonard encouraged him to attend a 

meeting of the Leidy Microscopical Society.  Not long after attending his first meeting of the Leidy 

Microscopical Society, his wife Karen also became interested in minerals.   She saw John was so 

enthused with micro minerals that she bought him his first microscope as a Christmas present.  

Within a short period of time John officially became a member of the Leidy Microscopical Society 

when he was voted in as a member, which was required at that time.  Today, anyone who wants to 

become a member just needs to fill out an application and pay the annual dues. 

 

In 2000 John created the first web page for the Leidy Microscopical Society, 

www.LeidyMicroscopical.org which was one of the very first websites on the internet on minerals. 

This also earned John honorary membership into the Leidy Microscopical Society.  The new 

website for the society is www.leidymicroscopical.com which was also created by John and his 

wife Karen.  In 2009 John created another first on the YouTube on-line video sharing website with 

his The Micromounter videos.  The videos include: “Micromounting Preparation and 

Mounting, Part 1”, “Micromounting Pedestals”, and “The History of Micromounting Boxes”.  

Over the years John has given uncountable presentations to other organizations on “The History 

of Micromounting”, “Creating a Micromount”, “Diatoms”, “Preparing and Mounting 

Diatoms”, “Creating an Historic Diatom Slide”, along with numerous talks on several other 

subjects related to microscopy.  John has held numerous positions for the Leidy Microscopical 

Society and is currently the Society’s Vice President.  He hosts the annual Leidy Summer Picnic 

with his wife Karen.  He curates the Leidy Society’s Historic Keeley Micromount collection, 

maintains the Leidy Society’s Historical Microscope collection inventory via careful photo 

documentation and maintains the archival records of the Society. 

 

John’s favorite mineral is strengite.  The best micromount he has ever seen is a strengite that was 

mounted by Dr. Carl Rilling.  This micromount can be seen on the Leidy Microscopical Society’s 

website.  Johns’s favorite collecting location is Herkimer, New York.  The hardest mineral John 

has ever mounted was a single aragonite crystal that sits on a brush bristle. 

 

 

http://www.leidymicroscopical.org/
http://www.leidymicroscopical.com/
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John’s mentor for micromounting was Paul Lazar who taught John to only mount good stuff don’t 

mount crap as you will only get a crappy mount. 

 

John’s professional employment career began in the aerospace industry.  John was a Level 3 

Nondestructive Testing Specialist for airplane parts using X-Rays, ultrasonic testing techniques, 

and industrial strength radiation.  The most technical testing he conducted was the X-Ray testing.  

This also required him to wear a dosimeter to keep track of his radiation exposure as it is 

cumulative over a lifetime.  Many of the tests that he performed were on parts for the Lockheed 

SR-71 Blackbird Strategic Reconnaissance Aircraft, The McDonnell Douglas F-15 Eagle Fighter 

Aircraft, and the General Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon Aircraft.  The testing he performed was 

top secret and he really only knew the part he was testing not what it belonged to or what its 

function was.  One of the most memorable events of this part of his career came in 1992 when Air 

Force One touched down at Northeast Philadelphia Airport for a General to pick up a specialized 

bearing that John was working on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the Cold War with Russia ended, John’s career in the aerospace industry also came to a halt.  

There was no longer any need for the highly specialized military aircraft parts. 

 

John’s career then took him into the construction industry where he performed a variety of jobs.  

He also obtained a commercial driver’s license for operating dump trucks for numerous projects 

over a seven-year span.  This portion of his employment history came to an end when he was laid 

off during a construction industry downturn. 

 

Being resilient, John headed in a different direction.  His last professional career came by accident 

during the Christmas season when he went to a Job Fair and was approached by an AFLAC 

Insurance representative.  He encouraged John to take his insurance test, which was to be given in 

a few days.  John studied the next day.  He passed the test and obtained his insurance license within 

a day!  John retired from AFLAC and the insurance industry after a very successful career. 

 

Now in retirement, John pursues his interests of micromounting, Lionel scale model railroading, 

gardening, numerous other hobbies and just enjoying life with his wife Karen and the rest of their 

family and friends. 

 

Throughout the meeting, those who were present selected the best John Ferrante micromount from 

the collections of Bill Prince, Robert Carlton, Karenne Snow and Don McAlarnen.  The clear 

winner was a superb mount of actinolite crystals piercing a single prehnite crystal from the Cornog 

Quarry, Cornog, PA that is specimen# 6499 in the Bill Prince collection.  Those who attended also  

Lockheed SR-71 Blackbird 

F-15 Eagle 

F-16 Fighting Falcon 
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had the opportunity to view a larger selection of John’s mounts from his personal collection, all of 

which are top notch micromounts.  John is truly the Top Gun in micromounting! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program for November 15, 2025 
 

The November 15, 2025, meeting of the Society will feature a sort of “Wild Turkey Surprise”.  

Everyone is to make a new micromount, using the kit John Ferrante provided, of anything worthy 

of a micromount.  A vote will be taken of the best surprise mount provided. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: NOVEMBER STARTS BACK WITH OUR SATURDAY MORNING 

MEETINGS 
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In Other Society Business 
 

There were 10 members (Karenne Snow, Brian Schwab, Paul Langer, Juan Proano, John Ferrante, 

Robert Carlton, Bill Prince, Len Porocelli, Don McAlarnen, Eric Brosius) in person attending the 

October 15, 2025, meeting.  Christel Hoffmann joined the meeting via the Zoom® online 

application. 

 

The Treasurer’s report was approved.  An oversight by your editor missed the payment to Robert 

Hesse for shipment of his donated specimens.  The cost was reflected in the September Treasurer’s 

report. 

 

The minutes from October 17, 2025, meeting were approved as read. 

 

The Leidy Micromount Symposium Chairmen have secured Ron Sloto and Juan Proano as 

speakers for the March 13-14, 2026, 50th Leidy Micromount Symposium.  Advertising for the 

Symposium in the major mineral magazines will be submitted in the very near future. 

 

Don McAlarnen, Bill Prince and Len Porocelli confirmed they will be attending the 69th Paul 

Desautels Memorial Micromount Symposium presented by the Baltimore Mineral Society on 

October 17-19, 2025. (Note: see the photos below provided by Don McAlarnen and Steve Stuart, 

who was also able to attend the Symposium.) 

 

Robert Carlton mentioned that the Delaware County Institute of Science has renovated their 

mineral display.  The new display has been updated and is in a larger room. 

 

The Friends of Mineralogy – PA Symposium is scheduled for November 8, 2025, with the field 

trip on November 9, 2025.  (See listing in Calendar of Events) 

 

I. Miller Microscopes: I. Miller Precision Optical has moved from the Bustleton Pike, Feasterville, 

PA location to their new facility at 3701 Welsh Road Unit C, Willow Grove, PA 19090. Phone 

(215) 925-2285.  Website: https://imillermicroscopes.com/ 

 

The Science History Institute, 315 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106.  Phone (215) 925-

2222.  Website: info@sciencehistory.org.  There is a new ongoing display in the DuPont Lobby 

called Earthly Matters that explores the history and science behind a collection of more than 20 

recently donated minerals. Elements, crystals, gemstones, and even a meteorite will be on display 

in seven state-of-the-art cases that ask such questions as is it a metal, what color is it, and does it 

glow. 

 

The Academy of Natural Sciences of Drexel University, 1900 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, 

Philadelphia, PA 19103.   Phone: (215) 299-1000.  Website: https://ansp.org/.  It is now only open, 

Friday through Sunday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

https://imillermicroscopes.com/
mailto:info@sciencehistory.org
https://ansp.org/


From Left: Don McAlarnen, Len Porocelli, Bill 

Prince, Steve Stuart 

One of the displays of historic Micromounts  

Attendees viewing and work area.  Note Don 

McAlarnen in the background 

Silent Auction Table.  Note Len Porocelli 

standing near upright on right of photo. 

The Leidy Letter 

Vol. 1 No. 9, November 2025 

(Page 7 of 12) 

 

The Saturday December 13, 2025, meeting will feature our annual Holiday Celebration.  A motion 

was made and approved to have the Giant Supermarket provide catering for the food. 

 

The November 15, 2025, meeting will start our Saturday morning meetings for the winter season.  

Meeting times will be 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

 

Some views from the 69th Paul Desautels Memorial Micromount Symposium presented by the 

Baltimore Mineral Society on October 17-19, 2025 
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Who are our members: 
 

This month’s photos are from the May 18, 2001, meeting of the Leidy Microscopical Society.  

Can you name those in the photos? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Standing in back row from left: Bill Sherpinsky, Franklyn Ellis, Bill Prince, Lee Tori, John 

Ebner, Robert “Bob” Hesse, Richard “Dick” Tillett. 

Sitting from left: Ralph Thomas, Bob Cox, Doug Rambo, Paul Lazar, Dr. Henry “Cecil” Caldwell 

Sitting on floor from left: John Ferrante, Raymond “Ray” Strohmeier, Doug Rambo 

From the 2007 Leidy Summer Picnic. Standing in back row from left: Raymond “Ray” 

Strohmeier, Herb Kropnick, John Ebner, Bill Prince, Lee Tori, George Rambo, Ron Kendig, 

Franklyn Ellis 

Sitting in front from left: Robert Ramsdell, Bill Thompson, Richard “Dick” Tillett, Neil 

Winteringham, Bob Steier, Lavinia “Vinney” Ellis, Ralph Thomas  
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Wayne Geller and Bill Prince came through with the unknowns for each of the photographs in The 

Leidy Letter for September and October, see below: 
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Calendar of Events 
 

October 15, 2025 – Willow Grove, PA – Leidy Microscopical Society Regular Meeting 6:30 

PM to 8:00 PM, Giant Community Center, 315 York Road, Willow Grove, PA, the subject of 

the meeting will feature John Ferrante micromounts.  Members and guests are requested to bring 

six of their best John Ferrante micromounts for viewing.  The group will then vote on the best 

overall John Ferrante micromount that was viewed.  Everyone is invited even if you do not have a 

microscope or any John Ferrante micromounts. 
 

November 7-9, 2025 – Socorro, NM - 45th New Mexico Mineral Symposium.  New Mexico 

Institute of Mining & Technology, Macey Center, Socorro, NM.  For additional information visit: 

https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/nmms/home.cfml 
 

November 8-9, 2025 – New York, NY - NY Gems Winter Show.  The Metropolitan Pavilion – 

5th Floor, 115 West 18th Street, NYC, NY.  Entry fee is $15.  Saturday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, 

Sunday 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  For additional information visit: www.barygems.com 
 

November 8-9, 2025 - Ansonia, CT - East Coast Gem & Mineral Society Show.  Emmett 

O’Brien Technical High School, 141 Prindle Avenue, Ansonia, CT. Entry fee $15.00. Saturday 

9:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  For additional information Email:  

info@letsjustdig.org 
 

November 8-9, 2025 – West Chester, PA - Friends of Mineralogy PA chapter, 

Symposium/Show and Field Trip 2025.  West Chester University 700 South High Street, West 

Chester, PA.  For additional information visit: https://rasloto.com/FM/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/nmms/home.cfml
http://www.barygems.com/
https://rasloto.com/FM/
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November 14-16, 2025 - Lebanon, PA - Gem Miner's Holiday Gem Jewelry & Gift Show.  

Lebanon Expo Center, 80 Rocherty Road, Lebanon, PA.  Friday 12:00 Noon to 6:00 PM, Saturday 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Sunday 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For additional information visit: 

http://www.gem-show.com/ 
 

November 15-16, 2025 - Hauppauge, NY - Suffolk Gem and Mineral Club presents their 48th 

Annual Gem, Mineral, Fossil, Bead, and Jewelry Show.  IBEW Local 25, 370 Vanderbilt Motor 

Parkway, Hauppauge, NY.  Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For 

additional information visit:  http://www.suffolkgem.com/ 
 

November 22, 2025 - Fairfax, VA - 33rd Annual Gem Mineral and Fossil Show Presented by 

the Northern Virginia Mineral Club.  Johnson Center at the George Mason University Campus, 

4400 University Drive, Fairfax, VA.  Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM to 4:00 

PM.  For additional information visit: www.novamineralclub.org 
 

November 22-23, 2025 - Crystal Fest Fall Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show.  USW Local 1000, 

100 Nasser Civic Center Plaza, Corning, NY.  Saturday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM 

to 4:00 PM.  For additional information visit: https://www.facebook.com/Flgmfc/.   
 

November 22-23, 2025 - Northwest Ohio Rockhounds Rock & Craft Show.  St. James Lutheran 

Church, 4727 Sylvania Avenue, Toledo, OH 43623.  Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 

AM to 5:00 PM.  For additional information visit: https://www.facebook.com/NWORockhounds/ 
 

November 28-30, 2025 - Morristown, NJ - Morris Museum Mineral Weekend.  Morris 

Museum, 6 Normandy Heights, Morristown, NJ. Friday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 

AM to 5:00 PM, Sunday 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM.  For more information visit 

www.morrismuseum.org/mineral-society 
 

November 28-30, 2025 - Salem, VA - Roanoke Valley Mineral & Gem Society Show.  Salem 

Civic Center, 1001 Roanoke Boulevard, Salem, VA 24153.  Friday 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM, Saturday 

10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Sunday 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For additional information visit: 

https://www.rvmgs.org/ 
 

December 13-14, 2025 – Northvale, NJ - The Mines Gem Show.  The Mines, 100 Stonhurst 

Court, Suite 2, Northvale, NJ 07647.  For additional information visit: 

http://www.fromthemines.com/ 
 

January 9-11, 2026 - Flagg Gem & Mineral Show.  Mesa Community College, 1833 West 

Southern Avenue, Mesa, AZ 85202.  Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, 

Sunday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.    For additional information visit: http://flaggmineralfoundation.org/ 
 

January 16-18, 2026 - Gila County Gem and Mineral Society's Annual Show. Gila County 

Fairgrounds, 900 East Fairgrounds Road, Globe, AZ 85501.  Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Saturday 

9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For additional information visit: 

http://www.gilagem.org/ 

 

http://www.gem-show.com/
http://www.suffolkgem.com/
http://www.novamineralclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Flgmfc/
https://www.facebook.com/NWORockhounds/
http://www.morrismuseum.org/mineral-society
https://www.rvmgs.org/
http://www.fromthemines.com/
http://flaggmineralfoundation.org/
http://www.gilagem.org/
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February 12-15, 2026 - Tucson Gem and Mineral Show®.  Tucson Convention Center, 260 

South Church Street, Tucson, AZ 85701.  Thursday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AM to 

5:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Sunday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For additional 

information visit: http://www.tgms.org/ 
 

March 7-8, 2026 - - Delaware Mineralogical Society -62nd Annual Earth Science Gem and 

Mineral Show.  DoubleTree by Hilton; 4727 Concord Pike (Rt-202); Wilmington, Delaware 

19803. Sat. 10-5 and Sun. 11-5. Admission: Seniors (60+) $6, Adults (18 - 59) $7 ($5 with 

coupon), Juniors (12 – 17) $4, Scouts in Uniform & Children under 12 Free when accompanied 

by a paying adult. Tickets only sold at the door This Family Friendly show features educational 

exhibits of mineral, lapidary and fossil specimens; a roster of fine dealers of minerals, fossils, 

gems, jewelry and lapidary supplies; and a children’s area, where youngsters may purchase 

inexpensive mineral and fossil specimens. Info and Coupons at www.DMSrocks.org or 

www.facebook.com/DEMineralShow or dmsrocksshowchair@gmail.com (Show Chair) 
 

March 13-14, 2026 – Richboro, PA – 50th Annual Leidy Microscopical Society Micromount 

Symposium.  Advent Lutheran Church, 45 Worthington Mill Rd, Richboro, Pa. 18954.  Friday 

12:00 Noon to 6:00 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  Stay Tuned for Additional Information.  

SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 24-26, 2026 - National Fossil Exposition.  Illinois State Fairgrounds - Orr Building, 801 

Sangamon Avenue, Springfield, IL 62794.  Friday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Saturday 8:00 AM to 

5:00 PM, Sunday 8:00 AM to Noon.  For additional information visit: 

http://www.midamericapaleo.org/ 
 

May 22-24, 2026 - Salem Gem & Mineral Show.  Salem Convention Center, 1001 Roanoke 

Boulevard, Salem, VA 24153.  Friday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM, 

Sunday, 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  For additional information visit: https://americangemshow.com/ 

http://www.tgms.org/
http://www.dmsrocks.org/
http://www.facebook.com/DEMineralShow
mailto:dmsrocksshowchair@gmail.com
http://www.midamericapaleo.org/
https://americangemshow.com/

